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By Carole Jacobs

Sandpoint

A step back in time, small Idaho town reels in retirees

with spectacular setting, fulfilling lifestyle and right prices

ealtors in Sandpoint like to joke that once visitors make the

spectacularly scenic crossing on the two-mile-long bridge

spanning deep-blue Lake Pend Oreille into Sandpoint, the rest

is gravy. From all reports, Sandpoint’s “grand entrance” has

made a lasting impression on city slickers eager to leave traffic, hustle

and crime behind for the four-season splendor of Sandpoint, where pur-
ple mountains soar over one of the country’s largest inland lakes.

A small town of fewer than 10,000 people, Sandpoint has become

the next “best” place, according to many media, not only to live and

retire but also to ski, enjoy water sports, drop a line for
trophy catches, hunt for deer or elk, explore scenic
drives, telecommute, start a new business — and even
get cultured. Schweitzer Mountain looming above
town is luring skiers from crowded Colorado slopes,
and the bountiful natural resources are fulfilling the
dreams of many seeking a great outdoors lifestyle at
prices that are still within reason.

Although Sandpoint may look like it's in the mid-
dle of nowhere, it's actually one of the musical, arts,
culinary and recreational hubs of Idaho’s panhandle.
The quaint downtown is packed with galleries, restau-
rants, cafes, historic hotels and boutiques, and there
are musical and theatrical performances galore at the
restored Panida Theater,

Sandpoint’s calendar is peppered year-round with
festivities, concerts, art shows and county fairs, includ-
ing the nationally renowned Festival at Sandpoint, Art-
Walk, Lost in the '50s, Wooden Boat Festival, Winter
Carnival, Mardi Gras, Long Bridge Swim, Oktoberfest

and Taste of Sandpoint.

Should the big city beckon, there’s an internation-
al airport, major shopping and world-class medical
facilities in Spokane, WA, only 90 minutes away, while
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Coeur d'Alene, about an hour away, also has excellent

hospitals, mall shopping and a vibrant arts scene.
Because of these and other factors, Sandpoint has
been luring urban sophisticates more accustomed to



stadium seating than a front-row seat
by the lake.

Gary and Lisa Lirette, 50 and 48,
respectively, swore they'd never move
north of New Orleans, Gary's home-
town, or to a city with less than 1 mil-
lion people. The weather in Orlando,
where they lived for 10 years. struck
them as ideal. But in 1999, Lisa’s work
required them to move to Fresno, CA
— and suddenly the couple couldn't
move again fast enough.

“Living in Fresno was the longest
four years of my life,” says Gary, a
retired restaurant consultant who's

now on his second, third, fourth and
fifth careers in Sandpoint, where he
has worked as a chef, radio host, char-
itable-event planner, musician and real
estate agent. Both he and Lisa wanted
O move to a town near water [Illlr hild
good food, art, culture, hiking and lots
of volunteer opportunities.

Gary heard about Sandpoint’s bur-
geoning culinary and arts scene and
started investigating. He discovered
Sandpoint’s largest corporation had an
opening that matched Lisa’s skills, He
sent in her resume and the rest is his-
tory. In 2003, they moved to Sandpoint.
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Lisa took a corporate position with
Coldwater Creek, a quality women's
clothing company with stores nation-
wide, and Gary closed his consulting
firm and opened a gourmet bakery-
cafe. It was so popular that the local
radio station asked him to do a show
on food, followed by two other shows
on regional business and north Idaho
arts and adventure. In 2000, Gary sold
the restaurant and now spends time
on charitable events and sells real
estate through Tomlinson Sandpoint
Sotheby’s International Realty.

sary admits that his first snowy win-
ter wasn't easy. “I thought Sandpoint
was the coldest place on Earth,” he
laughs, adding that he now realizes
Sandpoint is “the banana belt com-
pared to the winters they get in Col-
orado and the Dakotas, which is why
we're getting a lot of people from
there moving here.”

Before moving to Sandpoint, Gary
and his wife checked out Manchester,
VI. “But the people weren't very
friendly, and we felt like we'd always
be outsiders. Plus, the real estate prices
were $100,000 higher there,” he says.

“We felt like we were home from
the minute we moved here,” Gary
says. “Sandpoint has everything you
could ask for, including gorgeous lake-
front and mountain property for prices
you'd never see in other resort towns.

Opposite page: In addition to standout skiing, Schweitzer Mountain is an excellent place for hiking in the summer. Clockwise
from top: The view of the Sandpoint area from the bridge crossing Lake Pend Oreille attracts many to relocate to the scenic
region, Cedar Street Bridge Public Market has a variety of offerings, from jewelry and home decor to gelato and lattes. Gary
and Lisa Lirette swore they’d never move north of New Orleans but feel at home in Sandpoint with everything they need.
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